SCRIPT TO ACCOMPANY ROTUMAN AUDIO FILES
I. Vowel contrasts
A. Listen to the difference between a and a* in the pairs of words below.  Try to repeat exactly what you hear.  (Each example is given in both short and long forms.)

1. afa
af
‘to mark’

7. para
par
‘to decay’


2. a*fu
a*f
‘row (line)’

    pa*ru pa*r
‘to handle’


3. asa
as
‘name’


8. haga
hag
‘to feed’


4. a*su
a*s
‘smoke’

9. ha*gu ha*g
‘to awaken’


5. ma*lu ma*l ’to shade’

10. mafa maf
‘green, raw’


6.mala mal
‘red-hot’

11. ma*fu ma*f   ‘quite mature, hard’
B. Listen to the difference between a* and o.

12. a*fi åf
‘to thrive’

18. ha*’i hå’
‘to jerk’

13. ofi
öf
‘to be finished up’
19. ho’i hö’
‘to go back’

14. ha*fu ha*f
‘stone’


20. ta*nu ta*n
‘water’

15. hofu hof
‘to emerge’

21. tonu ton
‘envoy’

16. fa*’u fa*’
‘back’


22. ‘a*i
‘tree, wood’

17. fo’u fo’
‘sugarcane’

23. ‘oi

‘to scrape, plane’
C.  Listen to the difference between  a and å.

24. afa
af
‘to mark’

30. taka tak
‘to lie down’

25. a*fi åf
‘to thrive’

31. ta*ki tåk
‘to lead on, lure’

26. ‘afo ‘af
‘basket’

32. ma*lu ma*l
‘to shade’

27. ‘a*fi ‘åf
‘to bite’

33. mala mal
‘red hot’







34. ma*li mål
‘space underneath’

28. para par
‘to decay’

29. pa*ri pår
‘banana’

35. faka fak
‘to be similar’







36. fa*ki fåk
‘to break off’

D. Listen to the difference between å and e.

37. ‘a*fi ‘åf
‘to bite’

42. sa*li sål
‘queer’


38. ‘efe ‘ef
‘abdomen’

43. sele sel
‘to intercept’


39. a*fi åf
‘to thrive’




40. ‘a*pi ‘åp
‘to stay a short time’
44. fa*ki fåk
‘to break off’



41. ‘epo ‘ep
‘narrow’

45. feke fek
‘angry’






46. ha*’i hå’
‘to jerk’







47. he’o he’
‘to call’

E.  Listen to the difference between a and ä.

48. afa
af
‘to mark’

52. para par
‘to decay’


49. äfe
äf
‘thousand; liver’
53. päre pär
‘to protect’

50. kava kav
‘native grog’

54. taka tak
‘to lie down’

51. käve käv
‘braces’

55. täke täk
‘to cut top off’
F.  Listen to the difference between ä and e.

56. äfe
äf
‘thousand; liver’


57. efe
ef
‘coconut pulp’


58. väve väv
‘swift’


59. veve vev
‘wrinkle’


60. pärpäre pärpär

‘to protect repeatedly’


61. perpero perper

‘yellow’


62. säksäke säksäk

‘zigzag’


63. sekseke seksek

‘to stroll’
G.  Listen to the difference between å and ä.

64. a*fi åf
‘to thrive’

70. pa*ri pår
‘banana’


65. äfe
äf
‘thousand; liver’
71. pare pär
‘to protect’


66. ‘a*pi ‘åp
‘to stay a short time’
72. ta*ki tåk
‘to lead on’


67. ‘äpe ‘äp
‘string’


73. täke täk
‘to cut top off’


68. va*vi våv
‘tough’


74. pa*ni pån
‘to paint; to shine’


69. väve väv
‘swift’


75. päge päg
‘musical band’

H.  Listen to the difference between äe and ei.

76. säe säe
‘to open; to sweep’

80. täe täe
‘there; to touch’


77. sei sei
‘who?’



81. tei tei
‘where?’


78. jäe jäe
‘to demolish’


82. läe läe
‘sail’



79. jei jei
‘cricket’


83. lei lei
‘whale’s tooth’

I.  Listen to the difference between o and ö.

84. ofo
of
‘to announce 

90. toro tor
‘to swallow’




approach of’

91. tore tör
‘to remain’


85. ofi
öf
‘to be finished’



86. ‘ofo ‘of
‘drumstick’

92. tolo tol
‘whale’


87. ‘ofi
‘öf
‘to clip’

93. tole  töl
‘to carry on the shoulder’

88. hoto hot
‘to jump, go out’
94. mo’o mo’
‘to conceal oneself’


89. hoti höt
‘to embark’

95. mo’i mö’
‘to kick backwards’

J.  Listen to the difference between u and ü.

96. fufu fuf
‘to kindle’

1. furu
fur
‘nap, pile’


97. fufi
füf
‘to knot’

2. furi
für
‘to turn’


98. fu’u fu’
‘to stay’

3. muri mür
‘butt, base, rump’

99. fu’i
fü’
‘to thunder’

4. muru mur
‘to wash’

      furu-fur
‘nap, pile’

II. Consonant Contrasts
The 14 Rotuman consonants are pronounced below at the beginnings of words before each of the 5 vowels.  Pay special attention to the /g/, which sounds like English ng, /j/, which sounds like English ch, and the glottal stop /’/, which sounds like the catch in the throat in the middle of oh-oh.
A. Each consonant before /a/
B. Each consonant before /e/___
5. fara

‘to beg, request’
19. fekau
‘messenger, minister’
6. garue
‘to work’

20. gehi
‘to half close the eyes’
7. hanua
‘land’


21. helava
‘beautiful’
8. jarava
‘blue or green’



9. kafa

‘to applaud’

23. kele
‘to look’
10.la’o

‘to go’


24. lelei
‘good’
11. ma’piga
‘grandchild’

25. mea’me’a
‘small’
12. na/

‘to give’

26. ne’ne’i
‘healthy’
13. pala
‘to burst open’

27. pera
‘earth, soil’
14. rako
‘to study, learn’
28. rere
‘top’
15. saga
‘thigh’


29. sei

‘who?’
16.tape’ma
‘also’


30. te/

‘thing(s)’
17. vaka
‘canoe’


31. veko
‘garden’

18. ‘ala

‘teeth’


32. ‘epa
‘mat’
C. Each consonant before /i/
D. Each consonant before /o/

33. fisi

‘white’


47. folu
‘three’
34. gi/

‘to whimper’

48. gou
‘I, me’

35. hifu
‘seven’


49. ho’I
‘to return, to carry’
36. jio

‘bottom’

50. joni
‘to run’

37. kirkiri
‘armpit’

51. koho
‘to cough’

38. lima
‘five’


52. loho
‘full, satisfied’

39. mijara*ni
‘morning’

53. mose
‘to sleep’

40. niu

‘coconut’

54. noho
‘to stay, dwell’

41. piko
‘lazy’


55. pogi
‘night’

42. ri/

‘house’


56. roa

‘long’
43. siko
‘untrue’

57. soko
‘to reach’

44. ti’u

‘big’


58. togi
‘to buy’

45. vili

‘to fall down’

59. voi’a*ki
‘to praise’

46. ‘inoso
‘to be married’

60. ‘oto
‘my’
E. Each consonant before /u/

61. fu’u
‘to remain, stay’

62. gu/

‘to grumble, complain’

63. huga
‘inside of the body’

64. juju
‘to point’

65. kukulu
‘to cover’
66. luka
‘short’
67. mumua
‘first’

68. nu’sura
‘door’

69. pure
‘to judge, rule’

70. rua

‘two’

71. sunu
‘hot’

72. tuki
‘to knock’

73. ‘uhi
‘yam’

